CYPRUS REAL ALE MICROBREWERY GETS THE FINAL GO-AHEAD!

THE YORKSHIRE-FAMILY-OWNERS of the Paphos-based Aplited Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub, the first licensedcrobrewery in
Cyprus, tell CAMRA their incredible story of how theyercame years of the former administration’s ramybureaucracy to start the business.

William Ginn, ‘Bill’, said, “We started working onur licences shortly after arriving in Cyprus in @goér of 2010 but, as you'll see, the process
was very drawn out and made extremely difficult ardensive for us”. He added, “Leaving Cyprus wager an option as Jean, my wife, and
| and our daughters, Laura & Melanie, whilst prafidur Yorkshire heritage and of being British, jleste living in beautiful Paphos.”

Why Did You Decide to Start a Microbrewery in Cyprus?

“I'm a Chartered Engineer in the oil industry anavelled all my life. | enjoy good beer but I'veesp a lot of time in places where good beer,
often whereany beer, is impossible to find. Brewing has beenratfical interest to me in these more ‘restrictipkices I've worked and so |
knew we could make high quality and interestingrbeeCyprus, like most Mediterranean resorts, omlgt hland, mass-produced commercial
lagers and with nearly three million tourists evgesr, half being British, we saw real potentiagéstablish our craft microbrewery in Paphos.

Melanie, our youngest daughter, studied at Sundelniversity, as one of a growing band of Britisbraen brewers, and worked with several
top breweries in the UK honing her skills. We msbed the market, prepared a detailed businessagpld presented this to the Cyprus
Investment Promotion Agency, CIPA, who agreed tg@halNe didn’t enter into this lightly nor, knowir@yprus, did we expect things to be
easy but no market research, business plan or MBukldwve prepared us for the sheer extent of thrergonent nightmare to follow?’.

What Were the Problems You Encountered in Cyprus?

“We found an old defunct winery, near Tsada villaget in a lush green valley in the beautiful héllove Paphos. The size was perfect plus it
was full of charm and character and had all thenfisras a winery. CIPA said the ‘Change of Use’ magibn, from winery to brewery,
“...should be straightforward”. It was, however, imterminably slow and expensive process and it aster 2012, eighteen months of
continuous work later, when our thick dossier ofuwtmentation was complete. We were assured alimasler and that we “.should receive
the Permit to Brew in about a week”. You can imagdur shock on receiving notification from Nicosiat with our promised Permit to Brew
but with further demands followed by further andrttstill further increasingly unreasonable, impgcattand, often, impossible demands.

It must be said that Jean and | were treated vadtybduring these years and our health undoubtedffered. For over two years our
equipment stood idle and we incurred huge costs matincome. CIPA was shocked by the extent obtireaucratic obstacles we encountered
but was powerless to help. It almost felt aséfréhwas a deliberate attempt by the governmentite ds out of Cyprus for some reason!

We persevered and met all demands making it vexgrae would not just go away. Cyprus Customs &igexthen dropped their bombshell
announcement, never previously mentioned, thatldhee ever receive a Permit to Brew we would neeglapa €51,000 bond and have a full-
time Inspector on our premises whose salary anelxakéknses would be to our account and, after limehthe salary would be at double time.
The total cost of this resident Inspector could amtdo well in excess of €100,000pa; a cripplingdar a small family business.”

To Brussels and the European Parliament...

Bill said “With no options left to us, and feelingry alone, we took this matter to the Europeanidadnt in Brussels where, with the kind
support of our former Yorkshire MEPS, questionsematised on our behalf over the legality of the @Qggdsrewing industry and whether fair &
equitable and non-discriminatory treatment shoudd dxpected for foreign direct investors into Cypass dictated under EU policies.”
Questions for the European Commission in 2012 were:

“Will the Commission investigate whether the diffiegsltand very long delays experienced by AphrodiRgsk Brewing Company in its
attempts to open for business in Cyprus are a fonaf:

¢ The existence of non-tariff trading barriers

«  The Cypriot authorities manipulating regulationspi@vent or discourage competition

¢ Tacit and potentially illegal bureaucratic connivain favour of existing Cypriot business
And,whether the brewing sector in Cyprus is operaitingccordance with the requirements of all relevaspects of EU lav

“We’'d taken an entrepreneurial business risk with investment into Cyprus, and for our audacity wkien a hefty financial and emotional
beating from those who should have welcomed uswbutnally had hope and a glimmer of light at #rel of our long dark tunnel.” Bill said.

“As a result of the EU intervention, our PermitBrew was granted with the resident Inspector andllabopped. All seemed well but this was
followed by a letter stating that we were “Forbidde trade outside the city of Paphos” and “Forbitdio trade via the retail industry”. We
objected and pointed out that this unfairly andeasonably restricted our ability to compete wite @yprus brewing duopoly of Keo and
Carlsberg and was against the founding principlér@@édom of movement of goods’ in the EU. So dghf against Cyprus bureaucracy went
on. It was nearly four years after we started wiverfinally received an unrestricted permit to brawd to distribute in Cyprus. People liken
our story to David vs Goliath; | don’t know abobat but | do know that we couldn’t just meekly gatcguch unfair treatment without a fight.”

Bill said, with a wry smile, “After all these yean§ Cyprus bureaucracy, | nearly called our Irish Réel ‘Red Tap®’ He then added, “I am,
however, now pleased to announce that a Meditesiraheliday no longer condemns CAMRA real ale driekersuffering long days of bland,
mass-produced commercial lagers. Cheap flightd@mdost accommodation make even a long weekenaklpgessible so come to our little
oasis in Paphos in 2016 and have a few great dilyus!”



Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub Today

Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub is now an ionfant focal point for holidaymaker:
and residents alike and the Ginn family should toei@ of realising their entrepreneurial visio
Their tenacity and determination to overcome supleasonable institutional obstacles arg
bring this much demanded microbrewery to fruitiorCiyprus is to be commended.

Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub operates franpicturesque old winery just 2
‘ minutes drive from Paphos or the, recommendedncieafe — =3

and direct No. 645 bus from the Old Town; simphgrfor the brewery shuttle on arrival at Tsada $tog.

is set in a very pretty valley surrounded by thaura beauty of the Mediterranean countryside atmdise

groves and grape vine terraces. Guests can meltheitraditional old stone courtyard shaded byldvely

walnut, hazelnut and mulberry trees or enjoy thetiexg live entertainment regularly staged for th@easure.

It's a great venue in an idyllic location and a werful day out for the whole family.

An extensive kitchen offers delicious and greatugdr-money meals plus a range of hand-stretctadidn pizzas baked in the imported Italian
wood-fired pizza oven. All meals are cooked-toasrdsing the freshest, premium-quality ingredief@®@me hungry, you won't leave that way!

Handcrafted Real Ales in Cyprus

still, first-and-foremost, a craft microbrewery. @ales and craft lagers are brewed to exactingdatas by
Head Brewer, Melanie, and her team. Four core(dlegkshire Rose Bitter, Lian Shee Irish Red Ale, ES
and London Porter) are ‘cask-conditioned’ and disge by hand pumps as CAMRA compliant ‘Real Al
with exquisite, complex flavours and a drinkabilityat will satisfy even the most demanding aficima

Despite its location, great restaurant and warmianae, Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & BrewpubjI ,

Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub is als —
“Great place to visit!” 5* Excellent

the only cider producer in Cyprus. For those Wl Having seen the brewery on Tripadvisor we decided

enjoy cider this is one pilgrimage that is a ‘must visit. while on holiday in Paphos and we were npt
. . . . Lo . disappointed. The quality of the craft beers oeoffas
Sorella craft cider is high in apple juice and ftsin fantastic and their tasting platter of 5 small seisran

Fine Traditional Cider and modern, deliciously-fyyit | excellent way to decide which beers to sample éurth
. . My husband also tried the Rock Premium Lager whif
fresh and oh-so-very-drinkable Apple & Pear Cid§ he said is one of the best lagers he has everl heed

Mixed Fruit Cider and Strawberry & Lime Cider. the fruit ciders which they also brew which wersaal
very good. The tour was really interesting, but the
e - . . highlight for me was the food! If you go make stwe
Guests are all invited to join the free AphroditRsck Microbrewery & Brewpub Tour every order the Fish and Chips. All in all a brillianterfoon
i i i il just a shame we had to leave when the taxi we had
Monday tc_) l_:rlday at about 2.00pm_, tlmed to pe amy have co_mfort_ably finished thei booked turned up, we could have stayed all night
lunch. This is a highly popular, fascinating anfbimative tour that is enjoyed by all. Visited September 2015 Tripadvisor
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A growing number of couples are choosing AphroditBock Microbrewery & Brewpub as a cost-effective ueifior stag parties, wedding
— parties and wedding receptions in Paphos. Thdyiamaurtyard can be sectioned off
“Well worth a visit” 5* Excellent

My wife and | visited the brewery as we had heasdnsany | tO provide private facilities and all special agaments for the big day can be made.
positive comments about the beers and the food ffar. dOn
arrival we were offered a tour of the micro-brewergfore . ; ; f : ; w
having a tasting of the beers with food in theasstnt. The tour Aphrodite s.Rock Mlcrpbrewery & Brewpub is regular‘qteq #1 in Tripadvisor “The
lasted approximately 25 minutes and was very detaidind | Top 100 Things to do in Paphos” and has been awadgertificate of Excellence.

informative. As it is close to Christmas there wadled wine on

offer which my wife enjoyed while | tried two ofétbeers. The . . . . . .
beers are Ve%’, disﬁmt{vg and full of the flavotat you only | FOT @ short and interesting video of Aphrodite’s Rbticrobrewery & Brewpub click

get from traditional brewing. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApCywL7L6H#& seewww.cyprusbrewpub.com
We ordered pizzas which are cooked to order inr thalian andwww.aphroditesrock.com.cy

pizza oven. | opted for the Meat Feast while myewiad the Fig “London Porter to die for” 5* Excellent

& Goats Cheese. TO DIE FOR!!l. The best pizza | imegears. The Ginn family extends a warm Spent a very pleasant evening here. Very friendly 4

welcoming staff. Started with the beer paddle apd
For anyone living in Cyprus or just visiting | wathoroughly | welcome to all CAMRA members,| 1 oved on to the Octoberfest beer and finished thich

recommend a visit. ) . and friends & family, to come and London Porter. All of the beer was good, but th

Visited December 2015 Tripadvisor ‘Hello’ wh rein C Octoberfest and London Porter were excellent @tter
say hello’ when youre in Lyprus. being an example that stands up to any porter Ithg

have had). Good, solid food (fish and chips and|a

Holidaymakers will enjoy a great sun, sea & santidag beside the crystal clear waters ¢ Vegetarian pizza) in enormous portions. Great vedoe
A : . g i Visited October 2015 Tripadvisor

the Mediterranean Sea and experience amazing ibatsites. Paphos is to be the “Europe

City of Culture” in 2017 and is widely believed to tiee of the safest overseas tourist destinatiottseige troubled times.

@
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Bill closed by saying “Institutional problems conimfor us but the support and solidarity shown biyfellow CAMRA members, and friends
& family, visiting us in Paphos is a great helpoas growing popularity and the international awasnof Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery &
Brewpub and the problems we have experienced, witthoubt, gives officials a certain ‘pause for thbtlg Please: ‘Like’ our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/AphroditesRockBrewingCompgrifFollow’ us on Twitter (@Aphroditesrock); andeghaps ask the editor of your
local newspaper to consider running our story amdisis a copy. We look forward to meeting you liresanny Paphos in 2016.”

Our mission is to let it be seen that British migeMeeries overseas that are fighting to push baelrtmtiers of real ale in Europe are not alone
but stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 200,000 CAMRA thers. Support Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brevspu



Aphrodite’s Rock Microbrewery & Brewpub

Opening Hours:
¢ Monday — Saturday: 11.30am — 10.00pm (breakfast 8B0am)
e Sunday Roast: 12.00noon — 4.00pm

Contact Information:
e Address: Polis Road, Tsada, Paphos 8540, Cyprus

¢ Phone number(00 357) 26 101446

*  Email:info@aphroditesrock.com.@ndinfo@cyprusbrewpub.com




